150      MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
Edward was " BO reader of books. He could not
concentrate his mind upon them." Does that,
or does it not, " convey a false impression" ?
Professor Vambery terms the statement "the
greatest possible calumny." One who was for
many years intimately associated with our late
Sovereign, and who is still a prominent courtier,
wrote to me : " It is, of course, absurd to say that
Bang Edward did not read books."
Another close friend of King Edward com-
plained of the "belittling" character of the
Memoir.
That fiery Paris publicist, M. Ernest Judet, ac-
claimed the author of the Dictionary's Memoir as
" this honest writer," and published in his widely-
circulated journal, the " Eclair," a vitriolic article,
extracts from which were given in the " Fortnightly
Review " and are to be found at greater length in
" King Edward in his True Colours." The trans-
lation of M. Judet's article shocked, as it was
certain to shock, English readers. I reproduced it
for the express purpose of showing the mischief
which the Dictionary's Memoir was, and is, capable
of doing-
Sir Sidney Lee wrote in the " Nineteenth
Century ":
National biography which hopes for a long life
should respect the needs of the future student,
and every precaution should be taken against the
risk of misleading him.
An excellent precept.   I am sure Sir S. Lee took